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 Lake Erie Native American Council 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Native American Cultural Classes 

Your Project Summary: The Cleveland Native American community is small, but mighty. In fact, 

approximately 58 percent of Native Americans in Cuyahoga County reside within Cleveland. However, 

living in an urban setting can make passing down traditional knowledge difficult. By using Pow Wow dance 

lessons, beading, and regalia making, the Native American Cultural Classes project aims to pass down this 

invaluable knowledge from our local elders to Native youth - thereby reinforcing a strong connection to 

our culture. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $2400 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I'm delighted to recommend the CAC give full funding for the Lake Erie Native American 

Council's project to conduct Native American Cultural Classes. Based on their application, it's clear to me 

LENAC is deeply aware of the need for Urban Native youth to be able to reconnect to their traditional 

cultures - a connection that as systematically denied to Native peoples during the period of Relocation 

and Termination in the United States - demonstrating that LENAC understands, works with, and serves 

the Native community of Cuyahoga County. The culmination of the classes in a public pow wow 

furthermore demonstrates that LENAC is also interested with serving the community of Cuyahoga County 

as a whole. Because the Native community of NE Ohio includes members and descendants from an 

extremely wide number of indigenous cultures, it's apparent that this project will contribute to the artistic 

and cultural vibrancy of the area. I think the organization shows via its goals that it has the capacity to 

fulfill this grant. The use of the video as supplemental material was fantastic - it was really great to see 

both tiny tots and teenagers doing so well with their Shawl Dance steps. The teachers at LENAC know 

what they're doing. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - this application meets the funding criteria. There is evidence that it is a great 

project for preserving and promoting National American youth development, but there are also some 

unanswered questions. I am concerned about the organizational capacity for a project with $0 

organizational dollars. I am also concerned about their ability to identity and target Native Americans 

because they never give a population total even while listing dozens of tribes represented. I credit their 

application for demonstrating exceptional artistic and cultural vibrancy, and I especially noted the 

sensitivity to the spiritual nature of dancing (e.g., Jingle Dress - healing dance). It is also noteworthy that 

they survey the Cleveland Native American community and that "65% stated that community events, 

cultural activities, and youth programming to be their top three priorities ... " but my question is 65% of 

what total? Is the total population 100, 1,000, or 10,000? It's important to provide that information. Lastly, 

the project goal is clear and the progress measures appropriate. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The strongest element of this proposal is that you identify your community as Cleveland Native 

Americans and have created this program in response to feedback you received from them. These 

elements prove a public benefit to your defined community. The public benefit would be stronger, 

however, if you gave a public face to this program, perhaps by inviting the general public to participate in 

some meaningful way. It's clear that there is much knowledge of Native American culture and that you 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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have dedicated volunteers who are trying to inspire your community to think creatively and differently. 

Vibrancy would be stronger if professionals were hired in addition to the volunteers to either curate or 

lead these sessions. Your plans and goals are sufficient and the fact you have secured another grant is 

reassuring since you lack an organizational budget. Lacking an organizational budget does make me 

question your capacity, however. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - I love this project's goal to help native youth become proficient in traditional cultural art 

forms and to expand on previous successful programming. The budget is incredibly modest and 

reasonable and applicants are not asking for any line items to pay staff or volunteers - only the cost of 

materials and production. (I think you should give them more than $3K, though that is what they 

requested.) Clear workplan and plans to share the learnings. Great project. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria. Though this project shows great public 

benefit for its community by using its knowledge to drive its work, I would have appreciated at least some 

mention of community outreach and/or possible opportunities to serve a broader base. This said, the 

project engages qualified cultural professionals, and the listed activities clearly tie back to inspiring its 

identified community to think differently about its heritage and its place within the larger community. I 

do appreciate that the project match is already accounted for, but was not able to arrive at a clear grasp 

of organizational capacity. I was confused by the $0 organizational budget. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


